
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

October 21, 2019 
 
 
 

Members present:  Joyce Thompson, Chair; Linda Swartz, Co-Chair and Secretary; Members: Al Huehnel, John Roberts, 
Moisha Blechman, Kathy Bainer, Elizabeth O’Donnell (via video-conference); ZC Consultant Ted Fink 
Absent:  Donn Critchell 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by Joyce Thompson. 
 
Guest Presenter:  Bob Perry, Superintendent, City of Hudson Water Department, displayed maps and spoke to the ZC 
about the watershed and the Churchtown Reservoir.  He explained the process of water flow and filtration and basically 
how the system works.  Hudson pulls about one million gallons of water per day from Claverack Creek, to serve the needs 
of the roughly 6500 residents and businesses in the City of Hudson, as well as the Hudson City School District, Columbia 
Memorial Hospital and the prison.  Al asked under if there was a deed or a written agreement between the City of Hudson 
and the Town of Taghkanic giving them the authority to take our water without compensation to our town.  Mr. Perry 
knows of no such written document, but he and Ted explained that water is held in public trust for everyone; water rights 
are very complex and go back centuries.  Information can be found in the NYS Watershed Rules, Title 10 NYCRR 109.1, and 
the City of Hudson Code.   
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to accept the Minutes of the October 7, 2019 Zoning Commission Meeting was made by Moisha Blechman, 
seconded by Kathy Bainer, and passed. 

Ayes:  4 (Blechman, Bainer, Huehnel, O’Donnell)  Nays:  0  Abstained: (Roberts) 
 
Joyce noted a typographical error in the Minutes of September 30.  Linda will correct the typo and resend the Minutes to 
Cheryl for posting to the town website. 
 
Continuation of Review of Complete Zoning Document: 

 The “Uniform Code” is cited in the draft code.  Ted was asked if there can be a hyper-link or something for 
people to refer to.  Ted said the Uniform Code is a very long and proprietary document which cannot be copied 
nor “linked” since it is not available on-line.  The full code is available for viewing in the office of the town’s Code 
Enforcement Officer. 

 Definitions shown in Section 100.B. need to be placed with the rest of the Definitions in Section 20.  We will need 
to check this list of definitions against those found in Section 20 to be sure they match. 

 Section 100-C.5. Delete “of this Town” at the end of the sentence. 

 Section 100-D.2.a. insert “150” as square foot maximum at the end of the sentence where “XXX” appears. 

 Section 100-D.4.e.ii. delete “by the Education Law” at the end of this sentence.  Ted will verify that the 
numbering convention is consistent throughout the code when he does the final draft. 

 Section 100-D.9. This section was briefly discussed at the October 7 meeting (see Minutes of October 7, 2019).  
Expiration of Site Plan Approval is covered under Section 90-H.4.  One extension of 6 months is allowed by State 
Law.   Remove the phrase “For good cause” at the beginning of the third sentence in Section 100-D.9.; and, in the 
fourth sentence, change “subdivision” to Section.  (Ted will do a global search to make sure that he has used the 
word “Section” rather than “subdivision” where appropriate.) 

 100-G.3. (is shown as “4”; change to “3”) Change h. as follows:  “If an automatic sprinkler system is required;” 
(delete the rest of the sentence). 

 Section 100-I.3.  Will be rewritten and broken into two sentences to make it less confusing. 

 Section 100-K. refers to Unsafe Buildings and Structures.  Elizabeth asked if the property owner has the right to 
grieve if CEO his building is condemned.  Ted said this is handled by the CEO as outlined in this Section. 

 Section 100-K.3. Kathy suggested adding the tax map information (Section, Block, and Lot) and the property 
mailing address to the requirements listed in this section.  Ted will take care of it. 
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 Section 100-L.1.a. through f.  Elizabeth asked why would we issue an operating permit for a hazardous use or 
dangerous building; the town should be concerned about liability.  Many or all of the uses listed here are 
prohibited in the code.  Should we set a maximum for material quantities?  Also, why are tents and canopies 
listed here in item f.?  Why would that need an operating permit?  What if someone has a tent for an event on 
their property; would the tent rental company certify that the tent is installed safely and properly?  Maybe there 
should be a threshold for tent size.  Elizabeth said that Item d., “Buildings containing one or more areas of public 
assembly with an occupant load of 50 persons or more” is the only one of these restrictions that is reasonable.  
Ted will find tables sited in 100-L.1.a. (Fire Codes of New York State) and we will discuss this further at the next 
meeting. 

 Section 100-M.1.c. is unclear and will be rewritten. 

 Section 100-M.2.a. will be reworded for clarity. 
 
 
 
Joyce said that we will have two more meetings to finish up with review of the draft code.  After that, Ted will make the 
necessary changes and produce a complete revised version.  The ZC will NOT perform another full review of that revision.  
We will make sure that it includes everything we want (flow charts, etc.); then it will presented to the Town Board by the 
end of the year, get legal review, and a public hearing will be set for early 2020. 
 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting of the ZC is scheduled for Monday,  November 4, 2019.  THIS MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 4:00.    

 We will start with Section 100-N. and complete our review the rest of the sections all the way to the end. 

 At the November 18 meeting, we will cover outstanding issues, including accessory building height.  Members 
are asked to prepare a list of issues they would like addressed.  We would like to have the revised draft from Ted 
by our first meeting in December.  There will be no additional substantive review of the document (editing only) 
and the document will be presented to the Town Board. 

 
 
 Motion to adjourn:  Moisha Blechman    Seconded by:  Kathy Bainer 

Ayes:  5 (Blechman, Bainer, Huehnel, O’Donnell, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
Public Audience: None 
 
Minutes Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 
 


